Lowering a C3 By Removing Rear Spacer Blocks

As promised, here is the info for those, like me, who hate the "raked" look of the C3. These instructions are for C3s only since the Sierra Denail w/Q-steer has a whole different axle and related parts.

 

Basically, you need the 2wd u-bolts, part # 15002781. You will need 4. I got them mail order from Dal at Van Devere Buick - Pontiac. If you do not know about Dal, you are missing out on some real deals and service on GM parts. 
Here’s his contact info:
email lockitup@bright.net
Toll Free 877-448-5451 
FAX 330-658-4065
 

I also used an air ratchet, a small hydraulic jack, a pry bar and beer. We did not raise the truck off the ground. 

 

First, using the air ratchet, loosen the nuts on the 2 u-bolt on one side. When off, remove the bolts and place the jack under the spring and raise it a bit until the block is free. Remove the block. There is a pin on the axle pad and a hole in the spring that need to line up. This is where we needed the pry bar. As one guy works the bar, the other slowly lowers the jack until the pin is aligned in its hole. Several tries may be necessary. Release the pressure on the jack and install the 2 ubolts and nuts (I reused the nuts). I torqued them to 100 ft. lbs. Repeat on the other side and drink a cold beverage.

 

Then, you will see that there is a stamped part holding the jounce bumper approx. 2" away from the frame. Remove the 2 bolts holding this bracket. Then, unbolt the jounce bumper from the bracket and install the bumper in a hole in the frame right above where it previously rested. This provides the proper distance between the axle and the jounce spacer. Repeat on the other side and drink another cold beverage.
UPDATE: Kurt, another member has replaced the rear factory shocks with the 2 wheel drive versions. I believe he used Monroe Sensitracks. He thinks that the original shocks cannot compress enough with the blocks removed to provide a decent ride. I have not replaced the shocks, but it does ride a little rougher than before. Kurt may be on to something.
 

This next step is most is important. Wash your hands, put away your tools and stand back, while drinking a cold beverage and admire how fine your truck looks without the rake.

 

I have posted a picture of the stock u-bolts next to the 2wd bolts and the spacer blocks so you can see the difference. Those blocks must weight 5# a piece!

 

Hope this helps. If you run into a snag, send me email at goldnrod24@hotmail.com and I'll try to answer your questions.

 

 

Randy
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